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PART I An Introduction to Clinical Reasoning
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FIGURE 2-1  Template of an analytic framework. See text discussion for the key questions that correspond to the 
numbers in the template. (From U.S. Preventative Services Task Force: Methods and processes: Procedure 
manual, Figure 3, n.d. Retrieved from www.uspreventiveservicestaskforce.org/uspstf08/methods/procfig3.htm.)
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MAGNITUDE OF NET BENEFIT

CERTAINTY OF NET BENEFIT SUBSTANTIAL MODERATE SMALL ZERO/NEGATIVE

High A B C D

Moderate B B C D
Low Insufficient

GRADE GRADE DEFINITIONS SUGGESTIONS FOR PRACTICE

A The USPSTF recommends the service. There is high 
certainty that the net benefit is substantial.

Offer or provide this service.

B The USPSTF recommends the service. There is high 
certainty that the net benefit is moderate or there is 
moderate certainty that the net benefit is moderate 
to substantial. 

Offer or provide this service.

C The USPSTF recommends selectively offering (or  
providing) this service to individual patients based 
on professional judgment and patient preferences. 
There is at least moderate certainty that the net 
benefit is small.

Offer or provide this service for  
selected patients depending on 
individual circumstances.

D The USPSTF recommends against the service. There is 
moderate or high certainty that the service has no 
net benefit or that the harms outweigh the benefits.

Discourage the use of this service.

I Statement The USPSTF concludes that the current evidence is  
insufficient to assess the balance of benefits and 
harms of the service. Evidence is lacking, of poor 
quality or conflicting, and the balance of benefits 
and harms cannot be determined.

Read “Clinical Considerations”  
section of USPSTF Recommenda-
tion Statement. If offered, patients 
should understand the uncertainty 
about the balance of benefits and 
harms.

Table 2-2 B�$������F-'-<*�>�$?���:�$��$�?�-(����������%���'�$�����

From U.S. Preventative Services Task Force: Grade definitions after July, 2012. Retrieved from www.uspreventiveservicestaskforce.org/uspstf/grades.
htm#post.

 1. Do the studies have the appropriate research design to 
answer the key question(s)?

 2. To what extent are the existing studies of high quality?
 3. To what extent are the results of the studies generaliz-

able to the general U.S. primary care population and 
situation?

 4. How many studies have been conducted that address 
the key question(s)?

 5. How consistent are the results of the studies?
 6. Are there additional factors that assist with drawing 

conclusions?

G(���������������?���
B������$�($��������?����

Box 2-1Current Screening Environment
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Table 2-1 :$���C�%���+��������$��$�>�$?��,���DD��?$����

From U.S. Preventive Services Task Force: Procedure manual, n.d. Retrieved from www.uspreventiveservicestaskforce.org.


